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From this point of view, therefore, the professors of the
science of religion who maintain that divine mythology
was originally formed in the sky out of Nature worship* where
it gradually condensed and was precipitated in the shapes of
polytheism, may be perhaps said to have omitted due attention
to the antecedent process of evaporation upward. The cloud
land is first filled by emanations from the earth. And, from a
different stand point of observation, the metaphor suggested
by this constant transmutation of human forms into divine
images, and by their refraction again upon the sight of men
wondering, is that of a mirage. In countries and climates
where, as in India, the phantastic phantasmagoria of divine
shapes or scenes in the heavens above answers very closely to
what is actually going on, or supposed to be going on, among
men upon earth below, the phenomenon of deification is easily
explained and understood. One watches the reflected forms take
shape and colour, and fade as the sun grows strong enough to
dispel the intellectual mist out of which they are produced*
In such circumstances it is impossible not to suspect the
fallacy of drawing an argument in favour of the credibility of a
divine narrative from its natural analogy with the known order
of things in the world, and of demonstrating that because
strange and unaccountable things are known to occur upon
earth, therefore any incident not more strange and unaccount-
able, reported as from heaven, is credible. This is to affirm
that the reflection is as substantial as the thing reflected.
The peculiarity of the religious mirage is that it remains long
after the scenes upon earth which it caught up have past away;
for a primitive belief retained among cultivated people is like
the survival in the sky of a mirage long after the landscape
which it reflected, with the early light and the hazy atmosphere
which transmitted it, have- changed. If this survival were
physically possible, then, since the appearance still remaining in
the sky would have no longer even a fanciful or refracted resem-,
"blance to things among the people on earth, they would wonder
how it came there, the phenomenon would appear mysterious
and inexplicable, mystic and symbolical, as a divine myth
appears to later generations. WJiereas those who have seen a